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When the 1901 census was being taken. Chamberlain had the
idea of ordering, on the basis of contemporary colonial and im-
perial censuses, a tabulation for the whole British empire. Owing
to the counts in South Africa being postponed (in consequence of
the war there) until 1904, this was not completed and published till
1906. But with that exception it represents things as they stood
at the death of the queen. The white population of the empire
was shown to be 54 millions; which was, it will be seen, 2-3
millions below the total recorded for Germany in the previous
year. Australia had 3-8 millions; New Zealand, 816,214; and
British North America, 5-6 millions. Canadians in 1866 had
forecast to Dilke that their population would be 10 millions with-
in 10 years;'here it was, 34 years later, at only just over half that
figure. The main reason was the suction and superior attraction
exerted by the United States. The natives of Canada enumerated
there by the 1900 census were no less than 1,181,255, while only
127,899 natives of the United States were enumerated in Canada.
It was this drain of population which led Canadian statesmen at
imperial conferences from 1894 onwards to press their demand for
imperial preference. They saw that a manufacturer, e.g. in
Buffalo, U.S.A., had privileged access behind a tariff to 75 million
customers inhabiting the United States, while a similar manu-
facturer in Toronto would only have similar privileges in regard
to 5-4 million customers in Canada itself. Their idea was to
make competition between the two less unequal by enlarging
the Toronto man's privileged market to include Great Britain,
and, if possible, the whole empire. Their weak point was that
they had already given him protection, not only against the
United States, but against Great Britain. And while he firmly
refused to forgo this, there was no chance of forming a real
British Zollverein on all fours with the American and German
ones.
Aggregate wealth in Great Britain still grew fast, but less fast
than before. We saw in Chapter IV that Sir Robert Giffen com-
puted its total in 1885 at £10,037 millions. That estimate was
based on the income-tax returns for 1884-5; and an estimate for
1895, identically computed on the income-tax returns often
years later, shows a total of £11,393 millions.1 Giffen himself by
the same method had reached totals for 1865 and 1875 of £6,114
1 Fabian Tract No. 7, 5th edition (1896): the work of Sydney (now Lord)
Olivier.
1720.14	f

